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Authoritative edition of the music of William Billings. Includes extensive introduction.

"The Billings edition is a remarkable national achievement ---Scholars and performers --will want to

ponder the remarkably informative essays by the editor ---" (from the Foreword, Vol.IV). "This first

critical edition of the works of an American composer - - ", The product of many years' effort by The

American Musicological Society in collaboration with the Colonial Society of Massachusetts,

presents in four handsomely bound volumes Billings' entire psalmody, historical and biographical

notes, as well as the composer's textual musicological theory and rules, with references, indices

and commentary. Well researched, complete and readable, The Complete Works provides a wealth

of information for the theorist, academic,and historian, as well as a mass of original material for

professionals on one hand, and for untrained amateur and church singers who represent today's

successors to the eighteenth and 19th century rural congregations for whom they were written, on

the other.
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